Welder Library Deselection Policy

Welder Library endeavors to maintain a current and relevant collection for its users, including
strong collections in specific areas to support University of Mary curriculum and research
programs. Welder Library evaluates collections regularly, deselecting items in order to make
space available for more relevant works, and replacing outdated materials. Careful deselection
allows the library to ensure that the collection is not static, while still retaining older materials of
lasting value. Materials contributing to on-going teaching and research efforts should be retained
or updated, and judicious selection of materials to be "weeded" should be made on an on-going
basis.

Objectives of Deselection

Increase the relevance of the existing collections to current curricular needs.
Remove materials that are not needed and provide space for new acquisitions.
Remove dated or irrelevant titles from the shelves.

Facilitate browsing by students and faculty.

Make the most effective use of finite shelf space.

Utilize acquisitions funds in the most effective manner.



Faculty or a faculty team will be asked to review items selected for withdrawal by library staff
before they are formally removed from the collection. Items faculty select for retention in the
library collection will be retained.

Disposal of Deselected Materials

Items may be donated to other libraries or non-profit organizations. When cost-effective, the
library will attempt to identify other libraries or non-profit institutions which may be able to take
materials that still have value, but which for various reasons have been removed from the Welder
Library collection.



