SociAL MEDIA PoLicY AND GUIDELINES FOR
PERSONAL ACCOUNTS OF STUDENTS

Purpose
This policy addresses for students the proper use of personal social media accounts unrelated to

the University.

Statement of Care

The University of Mary takes seriously the responsibility to care for the growth, development, and
success of our students. The formation of personal virtue and strong character is fundamental to
the mission of the University and goes far beyond the classroom. Our students represent the
University on and off campus and their actions can be construed as a reflection of the University.
For this reason, the University acknowledges the privilege and takes seriously the calling to
accompany and guide the hearts and minds of our students as they embrace adulthood and the
ideals of Christian Maturity.

Hardship, disappointment, and frustration happen in every human life, and dealing with them is a
hallmark of adulthood. An adult takes responsibility for his or her life, surroundings, and
community. The temptation to complain or murmur is sometimes strong, but the adult chooses to
act (if there is something that can be done) or to endure (if the circumstances are out of his or her
control). The Rule of St. Benedict identifies murmuring as the most serious and destructive sin against
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Statement of Policy

Being a student of the University of Mary is a privilege. This privilege carries with it personal
responsibility with respect to behavior on and off campus as well as beyond events sponsored by
the University. This personal responsibility extends to behavior on personal social media accounts.
All students are expected to be ambassadors of the Benedictine values of the University in their
behavior and interactions. Receiving institutional scholarship monies from the University, which
are funded by donors and other entities of voluntary association, likewise creates a corresponding
responsibility for the University’s reputation. By virtue of being a student of the University,
students represent the institution in all that they do. For this reason, the University requires
students to exercise good judgment in their use of social media websites and applications and to
conduct these activities in a responsible, respectful, and lawful manner.

As noted in our Free Speech Policy, the University recognizes the right to free speech under the
First Amendment of the United States Constitution and its associated line of court cases in the
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